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TOYS FOR TOTS 

 

We are collecting this year for “Toys for Tots.” 
It started in 1947 when Diane Hendricks, wife of  
Major Bill Hendricks, USMCR, tried to donate a 
homemade Raggedy Ann doll to a needy child 
but couldn't find any organization to do so. At 
her suggestion, her husband gathered a group of  
local Marine Reservists to coordinate and collect 
toys for local children. It was so successful it   
became a yearly nationwide drive. The mission of  
the Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program 
is to collect new unwrapped toys and distribute 
those toys to less fortunate children at Christmas. 
Here at Burns Memorial UMC we have donation 
boxes at both entrances to the church and toys 
may be donated through Sunday, December 8. 
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It's the most wonderful time of the year, with the kids jingle belling 
And everyone telling you be of good cheer, It's the most wonderful time of the year 

       Andy Williams Christmas Album, 1963 
 
I love the Christmas season. I love the music, the family gatherings, the Christmas Carols, the Christmas 
Eve Service, all the beautiful decorations, and of course, the food. 
 
But, did you know a lot of people do not like Christmas?  It is hard to believe, but there are numerous  
surveys that demonstrate that a large portion of Americans would rather we skipped Christmas altogether!  
 
Here is a list from a Consumer Report Poll of what people dislike most about Christmas.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So, I have some simple suggestions for a better Christmas. Why worry about crowds at all? Try shopping 
off hours or online. To prevent weight gain, add in extra exercise times, or, dare I say it, fasting? To avoid 
debt, just resolve not to charge anything for Christmas. It takes some budgeting, but you can do it. Avoid 
travel stress by planning for extra time when traveling – more time means being less hurried and maybe 
an opportunity to enjoy the journey. To those who will be seeing relatives they don’t always get along 
with, just accept it and try and enjoy the differences. Please don’t let this conflict keep you from the   
family gathering. I agree about seasonal music. After hearing “Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer” 
for the tenth time, it can get irritating. I have already decided not to listen to the Christmas-music-only 
radio stations until Christmas week. Regarding disappointing gifts, what do you really need, anyway? If 
you don’t like it, just re-gift it. Share the blessing! And if you are tired of holiday parties, maybe try   
skipping it. You don’t have to do everything. To those who don’t like pretending to be nice at Christmas, 
it could be that you are out of practice. Try to practice being nice all year!  
 
What do people like about Christmas, you might ask? # 1, Family Gatherings. # 2, Special Religious   
Services. I hope you can gather with your loved ones this Christmas. And don’t forget, your spiritual   
family is gathering every week. We love to see you too! Please make a priority of attending the worship 
services and the Christmas Eve service this year. Christmas will be more meaningful when Christ is in it!   
 

Blessings and peace, Pastor John 

* Crowds and long lines: 68 percent 
* Gaining weight: 37 percent 
* Getting into debt: 37 percent 
* Gift shopping: 28 percent 
* Traveling: 25 percent 
* Seeing certain relatives: 24 percent 

* Seasonal music: 23 percent 
* Disappointing gifts: 19 percent 
* Having to attend holiday parties or 

events: 16 percent 
* Having to be nice: 15 percent  



SPR Committee 

United Methodist Men 

 

Let the United Methodist Men provide 
your Smoked Ham  

for Christmas this year! 
 

The spiral sliced smoked hams are 9-10 lbs. 
and the price is $50.  

 

Last day to order a ham is Sunday,            
December 15. Date for pick up is Tuesday,           

December 24, at 11 AM in the                    
Family Life Center.  

 
 

To order, please fill out a form and place it in 
the offering plate, or give it to a member of the 

United Methodist Men. This is a fundraiser 
for missions of the Burns UMM. Thank You! 

 
EVERY ANGEL  

IS SPECIAL! 
 
 

The Fellowship Sunday School Class is offering 
us the opportunity to help support their mission       
projects by placing an ANGEL ON THE TREE.   
 

Angels may be designated in HONOR or in 
MEMORY of someone special to you by        
completing the form that will be in the bulletin. 
 

Place the form along with your gift of $2 for 
each listing in one of the offering envelopes, 
mark your gift and the envelope "ANGEL 
TREE." Place your envelope in the offering 
plate. December 15, 2019 is the final day to 
participate in this Christmas Project.  
 

The Fellowship SS Class appreciates the      
support given to their mission projects by     
participation in this lovely event. (Your listing 
may be given to a member of the Fellowship SS 
Class if you desire.)   

  

Make Your Check Payable to:  
Fellowship Sunday School Class 

Our Schedule for Advent 
 

We are entering the Advent season. We are    
preparing for the coming of the Christ Child. 
These are the activities for Advent that we have 
planned: 
 

December 18th  -  We will be having our      
Annual Hearty Country Breakfast for supper. 
  
December 24th  -  Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service. There will be special musical             
performances by our Choir and others. 
 

The office will be closed December 24th and 
25th for the Christmas Holiday. 
 

Have a Blessed Christmas! 

Your SPR Committee would like to do      
something special for our church staff for 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to invite everyone who feels so 
inclined, to give  a monetary gift to be shared 
evenly among our Burns staff, no later than  
December 15th, so that we may present it to our 
staff on December 22nd.  
 

If your gift is made by check, please mark it 
“Love Offering.” If your gift is made by cash, 
please mark the envelope “Love Offering.”  
Thank you for your participation in this      
wonderful thank you for our staff. 

Angel Tree 

 
Chance and Hydrick Funeral Home is having 

their annual Holiday Memorial Service on    
December 8th at 3 PM. Everyone is invited     

to attend. 

Children’s Ministry Fellowship & Outreach 

December 1st starts our Advent season. The       
children will be talking about Advent and   
making Advent wreaths to use each Sunday of 
Advent.   December is a time to share our love 
and rejoice in the birth of Jesus! Try to reflect 
on prayers that have been prayed and some that 
have been answered to see what Jesus, our  
Savior, has done for us and others! 
 

Here’s what’s happening in Kid’s Club for the 
month of December: 
 

December 1st- Pizza. Starting Advent and 
making our Advent Wreaths. 
 

December 8th- Pizza. We will be reading a 
story about  what God wants for Christmas. 
We will also make a Nativity craft. 
 

December 15th- Happy Birthday Jesus Fun! 
We will eat, enjoy a Christmas movie         
together, and make a craft!  
 

December 22nd- Christmas Caroling. Meet 
at the church at 5:15 and we will go enjoy 
singing Christmas carols! Everyone is invited 
to come! Please let Pastor John or Ms.         
Allison know by December 15th if you will be 
going. 
 

December 29th- Pizza. Talking and             
discussing what God wants from us this  
coming New Year. 
 

Praying everyone has a blessed Christmas      
season!     Ms. Allison 

 
 

December 18, 2019 
  Dinner:  6:00 PM 

 

Hearty Country Breakfast 
Beverages 

  
Adults:  $7        

Children 4 - 12:  $3       
Children 3 and under:  Free 

 

  Please fill out the sign up form in the        
bulletin and place it in the offering plate      

on Sunday morning. 


