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In 1987-1988 I was stationed at Marine Corps Air Station 
Futenma, which is on the island of Okinawa, Japan. On 
most Sundays, I attended the Protestant Worship Service at 
the MCAS Futenma Chapel. The Protestant services were 
at 10:00 AM and the Catholic services at 11:00 AM. The 
Protestant service ran about 50 minutes, and the transition 
between the two services was always chaotic. This was 
made more so because nearly everyone tried to use just one 
doorway. The Protestants seemed to be in a hurry to leave; 
the Catholics were in a hurry to arrive; and the Protestant 
Chaplain, who was trying to shake hands, seemed to be 
simply caught in the traffic. I sat back down one Sunday, 
just to wait for the crowd to clear, and turned to watch the 
Catholic Chaplain who was making the chapel ready for 
his service. He put his prayer book on the pulpit, placed  
the Eucharist on the altar, and then he went to the large 
cross that was suspended from the ceiling. Reaching up, he took hold of the bottom of the 
cross and slowly spun it around to the other side – it was now a crucifix. It was an amazing 
visual transformation from the empty cross to the cross with the figure of the crucified     
Jesus. It was one cross at the core, but two different faces. It seems to symbolize the         
essential unity of the church; even with varieties of organizations. One church, different  
expressions of the faith. Incidentally, I’ve always wished we had crosses like that in the 
United Methodist Church. If we did, we would definitely have the crucifix side out for the 
season of Lent and for all services of Holy Communion.  
 
There are some in our pleasure-seeking, narcissistic culture, who resist the image of Christ 
suffering on the cross. Some who are, in fact, embarrassed by the suffering of Jesus, as if 
Jesus should have known better than to go to Jerusalem! But to those who are disciples of 
Jesus, the cross represents the sacrificial love of God, the cost of forgiveness, and, in a   
personal way, calls us to embrace our own suffering. I think that Henri Nouwen, a Catholic 
Priest, summarized it well. “In Christ we see God suffering – for us. And calling us to share 
in God’s suffering love for a hurting world.” The question Nouwen raises is this, how can 
we share in God’s suffering love for a hurting world?    

Grace and peace,  Pastor John 



UMM Sweetheart Banquet 

 

The 2020 United Methodist Men’s Sweetheart Banquet was a great success. Many thanks to all who 
helped to make it possible. Special thanks to Carl & Mary Adams & Keeley Newman Rogers for 
making the delicious cherries jubilee. Thanks to Mark and Fredda Jackson for the roses for the     
tables, and thanks to Carl Adams, Burles Johnson, Bennie Agee, David Hobbs, Mark Jackson     
Cornelius Godbee, Bruce Moore, Mike Drake, Harold Hoover, Travis Doss, Gene Stewart, and Bill 
Williams for helping in the setup, cooking, serving, and clean up!  What a great team effort!       
Several folks commented on how good the food was and asked about where it came from --          
the confetti salad was from Hillebrand’s, the steaks were from Harveys, the jubilee was homemade, 
and I’m not sure where the potatoes and rolls came from. It was an excellent dinner! We sold 116 
tickets for the dinner, and over 100 were at the meal.  Once again we were blessed with jazz songs 
from Bill Karp.     
 
Following the dinner, the UMM posthumously honored Mr. Bill Dye for all his work and service to 
the church and the Methodist Men by naming him as a “UMM Man of the Year” for 2019. Pictured 
here with Burles are Mrs. Kathryn Dye, sons Steve and Vic, and daughter Denise. (Also present but 
not pictured were Becky Dye, Tammy Dye, and Billy Gamblin.)  
 
Mr. Thomas Francis was also posthumously honored by naming him as a “UMM Man of the Year” 
for 2019. The Francis family was not able to attend, and the award will be presented to them at a  
later date.   
 
In closing, it was a wonderful dinner. It is so good to see the extended family and friends of       
members gathered together. When preparing for last year’s Homecoming, I read several of the old 
journals, and I think the Sweetheart Banquet goes back to at least the early 80’s. What a wonderful 
tradition! May it continue another forty years!    — Pastor John 

Address Updates 

Fellowship 

Thank You 

March 18, 2020 
  Dinner:  6:00 PM 

 

Meat Loaf 
Homemade Macaroni & Cheese 

Lima Beans      Rolls 
Banana Pudding 

Beverages 
  

Adults:  $7        
Children 4 - 12:  $3       

Children 3 and under:  Free 
  Please fill out the sign up form in the        

bulletin and place it in the offering plate      

Bible Study 

We are still studying Luke in 
our Bible Studies. The 
Wednesday Morning Bible 
Study is one chapter ahead of  
the Thursday Evening Bible 
Study. Everyone is welcome 
to join us. Prior Bible Study 
attendance is not required! 

The Fellowship Sunday School class meets   
Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM, Mike Drake is the 
Class President and Bill Williams is the        
teacher. The class uses the Cokesbury Adult 
Sunday School Curriculum. The topics this 
month include: 
 
Wilderness: 
March 1 Because of Sin 
 
The Spiritual Practice of Fasting: 
 

March 8 Jesus in Gethsemane 

March 15 The Israelites in the Wilderness 
March 22 Jesus in the Wilderness 
March 29 The People of Judah Are Exiled 
 

 
Sunday School is a great way to learn more 
about the Bible and to make Christian friends.   

Fellowship SS Class 

To my Burns Church Family,  
 
I cannot express how loved and cared for I feel 
from you all through such a hard decision that I 
had to make in my life! I am so thankful for the 
love offering that you gave me in such a time of 
need while switching jobs. Thank you all for 
your generosity! May the Lord bless each one of 
you and thank you for loving me through a hard 
change. Love you all! Allison 

Irvine Faulkner is now residing at Camellia 
Walk in Evans. His new address is: 
 
 3949 Evans to Locks Road, Apt. 1103 
 Evans, GA 30809 
 
Margaret “Peggy” Guidry has changed rooms at 
Stevens Park. Her new address is: 
 
 820 Stevens Creek Road, Room 101 
 Augusta, GA 30907 


